WCHS Course Descriptions

Academic Electives
Agricultural Communications
Wesley Chapel’s agricultural department offers courses for students interested in Agriculture and Leadership.  We are not in the business of producing farmers but teaching kids about where our food, fiber and shelter materials come from.  We offer exciting hands on lessons through our honors courses.  We actively prepare our students to be future leaders in our innovative and certification earning programs.  Gone are the days of agriculture courses being for underachieving students, now our students participate in the leadership of our program while earning industry certifications which include:  Agricultural Associate, Precision Agriculture (drones in ag), Agricultural Communications and Serv Safe Certificates. 

Anatomy & Physiology Honors
An excellent class for students who are interested in how the human body works.  This is an essential class for students who want to pursue a career in the medical field.  The class includes hands-on learning experiences such as brain and heart dissections, learning to take pulse and blood pressure readings, reconstruction of skeletal remains and exploration of the five senses.  Students will learn the structure and function of the human body, its organs and organ systems.  Best of all, students will understand what they’re talking about on Grey’s Anatomy!

	AP Psychology
This course is the college level, year-long option of psychology, designed for students who have college aspirations and want to earn additional quality points on their high school weighted GPA. (The course covers the information from Psychology 1 & 2.) It is recommended to take the AP version if you have previously been successful at honors, AP, or DE level classes. If you have not exposed to that rigor, it is recommended to take Psychology 1 & 2 first and then consider AP afterwards. Psychology is the study of behavior and mental processes; we delve into all aspects of the field including personality, emotions, sensation/perception, development, memory, mental disorders, and social psychology. The content covered is beneficial to career paths such as the medical science, education, social work, and communication/marketing.  After finishing the course, students typically appreciate how they can apply the different concepts to better understand themselves, family, and peers.

AP European History 
AP European History is a year-long academic elective that provides students with the opportunity to discover and explore, in detail, major time periods in Europe’s history. From the Middle Ages (1450) to Modern-Day (2000s) history, students will investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes that have contributed greatly to our heritage and global politics. This course is excellent for those interested in pursuing a college degree in history or politics. 
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Law Studies
The course was designed to provide an overview of the United States’ Judicial System. The first half of the course covers the foundation of the Constitution, how laws are created, the organization of the judicial system, and our individual rights, protections and freedoms. The second half of the course focuses on criminal law, civil law, juvenile court, and family and consumer law. Teaching methods include: discussion and debate, case studies, monitoring current events and cases, practical application on the law.  This course pulls in every day topics and applies legal and constitutional background to current events.

Sociology
Have you ever wondered what your place is in society? What makes people act the way they do? Why is society so uneven and unfair? Find out the answers to these questions and more by taking Sociology! Join us as we explore the inner workings of society and how it manipulates our lives.

Introduction to Shakespeare
If you’ve passed ENC 1101, consider taking “Introduction to Shakespeare”! We explore tragedy, comedy, history, and romance through select Shakespeare plays and through critical viewing of Shakespeare on film. 

Women in Literature
If you’ve passed ENC 1101, consider taking “Women in Literature”! We study literature written by women, about women, from the Middle Ages to the present day!

World Languages
French
Speaking a new language helps you to get to know another people and culture, as language and culture go hand in hand. It can open one's mind to new ideas and new ways of looking at the world. It’s a skill that will increase your ability to get accepted to a competitive university or find your dream career. Learning French allows you to stand out as unique – and highly marketable. The WCHS French program offers levels 1, 2, 3, Advanced Placement and Dual enrollment, where you could earn up to eight college credits! You will not only learn how to speak this lovely language, but also what being French is all about – like how to make (and eat!) French cuisine, play French games and more. You even have the opportunity to travel to France in the summer of 2019… and spots are still available.  Don’t miss your chance to be a part of it – register today and discover the world!


Art – Performing Fine Arts
2D Studio Art I & II
These introductory courses explore themes of contemporary social interests, such as, animation, nature conservation, pop heroes, sports, politics, comics, fashion, animals, and architecture through designing with various materials on a flat surface. The students create drawings, paintings, prints, mixed media constructions, and collages all with a personal focus. The heart of these courses is to investigate yourself and to build confidence through the creation process, while gaining knowledge in a variety of career fields. Every project is linked to a living artist, who provides the inspiration, new insights, and perspective into a personal topic. There are also two honors level 2D portfolio courses for those who would like a higher-level understanding and a chance to do some independent inquiry while boosting your GPA.

3D Studio Art I & II
These introductory courses explore themes of contemporary social interests, such as, toy design, architecture, animation, nature conservation, pop heroes, sports, politics, fashion, animals, and engineering through designing with various materials in a sculptural format. The students create ceramic figures, architectural structures, animated creatures, abstract forms, and mixed media wall hangings. The heart of these courses is to investigate yourself and to build confidence through the creation process, while gaining knowledge in a variety of career fields. Every project is linked to a living artist, who provides the inspiration, new insights, and perspective into a personal topic. There are also two honors level 3D portfolio courses for those who would like a higher-level understanding and a chance to do some independent inquiry while boosting your GPA.

Digital Arts Imaging 1
Do you love taking photographs? Are you somewhat tech savvy? Then Digital Arts Imaging is the place for you! In this course, you will learn all sorts of things like how to use a digital camera, take better photos, work in a real lighting studio, use editing programs like Photoshop and Lightroom, dive into some graphic design, create digital 3D models for animation, and even build your own website! You will also have the opportunity to enter art shows and even sell your work!

Digital Arts Imaging 2
In Digital Arts 2 you will begin to fine tune your artwork. You will learn some more challenging Photoshop effects that will allow you to grow as an artist. More freedom is given on project ideas to allow you to be as creative as possible. At the end of the year you will have the opportunity to take the Adobe Photoshop Certification Exam which could help boost you in the career field, and also looks great on a college application!





Digital Arts Imaging 3
This course is designed for you to build a body of work and fill your portfolio. If you have aspirations of going to art school or a creative field of any kind, this is your class! This class is conducted at more of a self-directed pace, so you must have good time management and be willing to put in some effort. At the end of the year you will have the opportunity to take the Adobe Photoshop Certification Exam which could help boost you in the career field, and also looks great on a college application!


Theatre – Performing Arts
	Theatre 1
Whether you’re simply looking to secure your Arts credit for graduation, or wanting to dip your toe in to see what Theatre is all about, this is a great place to start. You’ll build confidence and teamwork skills that will help you in the “real world” even if you don’t intend to continue to a Theatre-related career. Students with “stage fright” will find that Theatre 1 is a comfortable environment to perform in. Come find your voice!

Technical Theatre 1: Design and Production
Want to work backstage in a production? Learn the basics of design and all the backstage secrets of a show. You’ll learn how to design sets and costumes, create light and sound cues for a show, and even try your hand at special effects makeup and basic sewing—a skill that will come in handy no matter what your future holds!

Technical Theatre 2: Design and Production
Put your design skills to use while getting hands-on experience with more advanced tools and projects. Develop your abilities as a techie with real experience behind the curtain!

Play Writing
Create your own worlds and characters, and watch them come to life at the Writers’ Round Table. You’ll write lots of different characters and try out different writing styles.  You’ll see your work published at live read-throughs and have the chance to see actors perform your plays on stage.

Acting 1
Learn lots of great acting techniques designed to make you a stronger, more confident performer. You’ll act in short scenes, monologues, one acts, and full-length plays. Develop range in both comic and dramatic acting, and perform in a live show in our professional working theater, the Wesley Chapel Center for the Arts.


Acting 2
In your 3rd year, we’ll focus on building believable, unique physical characters.  You’ll learn techniques and strategies that will let you step into another character’s world.   

Acting 3
For the most committed students who may be considering Theater or Film as a career, WCHS offers a full 4-year program.  Get ready for a year of acting at your highest level – and producing your finest work yet!

Automotive Service Technology – Vocational
Automotive Technology
The Automotive Academy at Wesley Chapel High School prepares students for a future in the automotive field, and gives a broad understanding of an automobile.  This is a live learning lab that incorporates hands on approach of teaching real world experience. This is a 4-year program, encompassing Auto 1, Auto 2, and the advanced Auto Block classes.  Auto 1 is the prerequisite to the advanced classes.

Digital Video Production – Practical Arts
Television Production
The Academy of Digital Video Production teaches students practical skills in recording and editing video. The Academy offers a full-size news studio, control room and audio booth. Students will be using Mac computers and the Adobe Creative Cloud to create their projects. The students have the opportunity to become certified in several Adobe products, including Adobe Premiere, Illustrator, After Effect and Photoshop. Students will use these tools and visual storytelling to create commercials, public service announcements, stop-motion animation, short films, music videos, a news program and much more. If you have an interest in filming, editing or performing, consider selecting Television Production as your elective.





